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where they were, came to bring- the news to our
Fathers that an Infidel Huron, named Aoenhokotti,—
recently arrived in the Neutral Nation, and a deputy
from the elders of the country,— having convoked
the Council, had made a present there of nine hatch-
ets (these are great riches in this country), in order
that they should strike our Fathers dead, and that
the consequences of this murder might not fall upon
the Hurons. This affair had occupied the Council
all night; but finally the Captains of the Neutral
Nation would not listen to it.

[69] He derived this spirit of confidence in God
from prayer, in which he was often much uplifted.
A single word would give him a theme for whole
hours,— not to his intellect, of whose inaction he was
wont to complain, but to his heart, which relished
the eternal truths of the Faith, and which remained
attached to them with serenity, with love, and with
joy. And, notwithstanding this facility of converse
with God, he prepared himself for prayer as punctil-
iously as a Novice would do in his early stages.

By day,— his neighbor's needs not allowing him
to occupy himself in solitude with God, according to
the extent of his heart's desires,— he anticipated
the usual hour, rising very early. Nevertheless, for
the same reason, he urged every day far into the
night, until nature was powerless to go further; and,
sleep constraining him to succumb, he lay upon the
ground,—fully dressed as he was, and a piece of
wood serving him as pillow,— giving to the body
only what he could not, in conscience, have denied it.
At one time I find in his writings that, while he was
in prayer, God detached him from all his senses,
[70] and united him to himself; again, that he was


